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Document 1: Lieutenant Caleb Brewster Letter to General George Washington
Summary: Caleb Brewster wrote to Gen. Washington about British troop locations around
Long Island Sound. He noted that 1,000 British troops commanded by Tryon and Delancey are
stationed around Brookhaven, and others are at Huntington, NY, and Lloyd’s Neck, NY. They
have cattle and are pitching their tents. Between 26 and 30 British ships are located in
Huntington Harbor and headed west. Brewster also told Washington that Admiral Howe’s
fleet was badly damaged.
Norwalk [Connecticut] August 27th 1778
Sir,
When I left Long Island this morning Governor Tryon was at Millers Place with about three
hundred troops. And the main body at Brookhaven about nine miles to the Westward under
the command of Genl Delancey. The whole part consists of a thousand men. The Part under the
command of Tryon are within half a mile of the Sound. Those under the command of Delancey
a mile & a half; the Parties arrived there yesterday morning and pitched their Tents. They have
large droves of cattle with them and are collecting on their march all that are fit to kill. I was
near them that I saw them pitch their camp & also saw the cattle.
The troops stationed at Huntington & Loyds Neck have some of them marched westward, and
the remainder are under marching orders.
The Fleet that lay at Huntington harbor come to sail this morning and are standing to the
westward. In all six and twenty or thirty sail. The above is the fleet that was ordered to Rhode
Island, but hearing on the Island that some of the French Fleet were coming into the sound they
have put to the westward.
On the first of this week several regiments crossed from New York to Brookline Ferry and
encamped.
There is no arrival of Admiral Byrons or the Cook
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Fleet at New York or any other vessels whatever.
Admiral Howe’s Fleet have arrived at the sloop to the amount of twenty sail, three of which
have got up to Town (to witt) The Isis of fifty guns, the Renown of Sixty four, The Appollo thirty
six. The Isis and Renown attacked two seventy fours and are much shattered. The Appollo lost
all her masts and is otherwise much damaged. They have taken many of their heavy cannon on
board at New York. The transports lie in the road with their sails bent, are wooding and
watering, and it is the opinion of all the inhabitants of the Citty that they will soon evacuate the
Town.
I am with all due Respect your
Excellencys most obedient and Humbl Servt
Caleb Brewster, Lieut.
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Document 2: Lieutenant Caleb Brewster Letter to General George Washington
Summary: Caleb Brewster wrote to Gen. George Washington about the British troop locations
and movements of the British. He noted that about 250 men built a small fort on a cliff and
have nothing but muskets to defend it. He also noted that there are about 700 British soldiers
at the head of Flushing Bay and about 500 men at Brooklyn’s Ferry. Brewster continued that
the British transport ships at New York are in poor condition but that the British were trying
to repair them quickly. The British were also collecting boats, pigs, and cows from local
residents. Finally, Brewster also told Gen. Washington that because of these facts, he believes
that the enemy is going to leave New York.
Norworlk [Norwalk, Conn.] Septr 15th 1778
Sir,
This Morning Returnd from Long Island where I find that the Garrison on Lloyds Consists of 250
Men Including Wood Cutters, they Have a Small fort Situated upon a Clift Joyning the Sound,
with a Small Entrenchment about three feet in Height, Nearly four Square Abatied on three
Sides in about fifteen feet of the Lines & nothing but Musquetry to Defend it, the Garrison
Consists Entirely of New Levies Commanded by one Colo. Patterson1—the Ships of war are Left
the Harbours in and about Huntington—Genrl Tryon and Delancee have their Quarters at the
Fly at the Head of Flushing Bay2 with about Seven Hundred Troops that Returnd with them
from the East End of the Island, there is a Garrison of about 500 Men at Brooklins Ferrey,
Cobble Hill fort & a Fort on the East Side Fronting the City, I am [5] Informed from Good
Authority that Admiral Bryon is not Arrived nor none of His Fleet nor any of the Cork Fleet,3
Likewise that there is but three or four Ships of war at N. York—There is a Large Fleet Laying
of[f] Sandy Hook which has been there four Days we dont know who they are, it is thought by
the Inhabitants they are French or Spaniards,4 their Transports are in a very Poor Condition.
they are Refitting them with all Possible Dispatch. It is Said in N. York that there is Ten thousand
Troops to Embark Soon, & Give it out they are going to Canada,5 An Embargo is Laid on all
Vessels in N. York. there is the Hottest Press that Ever was known in the City, Tryon is Sent to
the East End of the Island for the Inhabitants to Collect & Fat their Swine Immediately as he is
Determined to Make another Excursion there, All the Cattle that Tryon has Collected on the
Island is killing & Salting with all Possible Dispatch, It is the Opinion of our Friends and Even of
our Enemies that they will Leave us as Soon as they Possibly Can.
I am Sir with Due Respect Your
Excellencys Most Obedt & very Humbe Servt
Caleb Brewster

© Windsor Historical Society | 96 Palisado Ave. Windsor, CT 06095 | windsorhistoricalsociety.org

Document 2: Lieutenant Caleb Brewster Letter to General George Washington

George Washington Papers, Library of Congress

© Windsor Historical Society | 96 Palisado Ave. Windsor, CT 06095 | windsorhistoricalsociety.org

Document 3: General George Washington Letter to Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge
Summary: Gen. George Washington wrote to the head of his spy ring, Benjamin Tallmadge,
regarding a retiring spy named “C.R.” and what Tallmadge should do with a new,
replacement spy. Washington did not want to know the new man’s name as long as his
information was accurate and given in a timely manner. The new agent also needed to tell
Tallmadge a way to figure out which of his letters were authentic versus a counterfeit.
Washington then suggested that Tallmadge recruit George Higday to become a spy because
he was a Patriot but was also friendly with the British. Washington wants Higday to
determine the size and location of the British Army around the Hudson River. His former spy,
C.R., had incorrectly told Washington that there were 8,000 men. Washington urged
Tallmadge to make sure that his new spies only give accurate that they had seen themselves.
New Windsor [New York] June 27th, 1779
Sir,
Your letter of yesterday came safe to my hand, and by the Dragoon who was the bearer of it I
send you Ten guineas for C.R. His successor (whose name I have no desire to be informed of
provided his intelligence is good, & seasonably transmitted) should endeavor to his upon some
certain mode of conveying his information quickly, for it is of little avail to be told of things after
they have become matter of public notoriety, and known to every body. -- This new agent
should communicate his signature and the private marks by which genuine papers are to be
distinguished from counterfeits. There is a man on York Island living on or near the North River,
of the name of George Higday who I am told hath given signal proofs of his attachment to us, &
at the same time stands well with the enemy. If upon inquiry this is found to be the case (and
much caution should be used in investigating the matter, as well as on his own account as on
that of Higday) he will be a fit instrument to convey intelligence to me while I am on the west
side of the North River, as he is enterprising and connected with people in Bergen County who
will assist in forming a chain to me, in any manner they shall agree on.
I do not know who H[igday] employs, but
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but from H[igday] I obtain intelligence, and his name and business should be kept profoundly
secret, otherwise we not only lose the benefits desired from it, but may subject him to some
unhappy fate. I wish you to use every method in your own power through H[igday]& others, to
obtain information of the enemy's situation - and as far as it is to be come at, designs. C.R.
speaks of the enemy's force up the River as now exceeding 8000 men, but as I know he is
mistaken if he comprehends their whole force, I should be glad if his successor was cautioned
against giving positive numbers by guess. -- this is deceptious -- let him ascertain the particular
Corps which can be no difficult matter to do, & he will soon be taking a little pains, indirectly
come at the strength of them & where they lie.
I am Sir
with esteem and regard,
Yr. Very H. Servt.
Go. Washington
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Document 4: General George Washington Letter to Congress
Summary: George Washington to the Continental Congress about Elizabeth Burgin. She risked
her life to help the American soldiers. While living in New York, she had secretly helped
Americans who were captured by the British escape from New York. The British found out
about this and she and her family had to flee to Philadelphia. In his letter, Washington told
Congress that he was giving her children food and supplies through the Commissary until
Congress determined how much money she would receive for efforts.
To Congress

Head Q[uarters] Morris Town Dec[ember] 25, 1779

Sir,
I have the honour to lay before your Excellency the representation of a certain Elizabeth Burgin
late an inhabitant of New York. From the testimony of different persons and particularly many
of our own officers who have returned from captivity, it would appear that she has been
indefatigable for the relief of the Prisoners and in measures for facilitating their escape. In
consequence of this conduct she incurred the suspicions of the Enemy and was finally
compelled to make her escape, under the distressed circumstances she describes. I could not
forbear recommending to consideration a person who has risqued [risked] so much and been
so friendly to our Officers and privates, especially, as to this we must attribute her present
situation.
From the sense I entertained of her services and sufferings, I have ventured to take the
library of direction the Commissary of Philadelphia to furnish her and her children with rations,
till the pleasure of Congress could be known. Congress will judge of its propriety and justice,
and how much she may be intitled [entitled] to further notice.
I have the honor to be &c
G Washington
To His Excellency Saml [Samuel] Huntington, Esqr
President of Congress
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Document 5: General George Washington Letter to Major Benjamin Tallmadge
Summary: General Washington wrote to his spymaster, Benjamin Tallmadge, that a spy
“Culper” should continue to operate his business as usual while secretly performing the
duties as a spy. Washington believed that if Culper was “under cover” he would have better
opportunities to collection intelligence about the British. Washington also suggested that
Culper should write his messages on the blank pages of unimportant books so that they
would not easily be found if he was captured and searched by the British. Washington
continued that if he needed to write a letter, that Culper should use secret ink for critical
information.
To Major Benjamin Tallmadge, 2nd L.D.
Head Quarters West Point 24 Septr 1779
Sir
I this morning received your letter of the 22nd with its several inclosures [enclosures].
It is not my opinion, that Culper Junr should be advised to give up his present
employment. I would imagine that with a little industry, he will be able to carry on his
intelligence with greater security to himself and greater advantages to us, under cover of his
usual business, than if he were to dedicate himself wholly to the giving of information. It may
afford him opportunities of collecting intelligence, that he could not derive so well in any other
manner. It prevents also those suspicions which would become natural should he throw himself
out of the line in his present employment. He may rest assured of every proper attention being
paid to his services. One thing appears to me deserving of his particular consideration, as it will
not only render his communication less exposed to detection, but relieve the fears of such
persons as may be entrusted with its conveyance to the second link in the chain and of course
very much facilitate the object we have in view. I mean that he should occasionally write his
information on the blank
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Blank leaves of a pamphlet; on the first second &c pages of a common book; on the blank
leaves at such end of registers, alamancks, or any new publication or book of small value. He
should be determined in the choice of these books principally by the goodness of the blank
paper, as the ink is not easily legible, unless it is on paper of a good quality. Having settled a
plan of this kind with his friend, he may forward them without risque [risk] of search, or the
scrutiny of the enemy, as this is chiefly directed against paper made up in the form of letters.
I would add a further hint on this subject. Even letters may be made more subservient
to this communication than has been yet practiced. He may write a familiar letter, on domestic
affairs, or on some little matters of business, to his friend at Satucket or elsewhere, interlining
with the stain, his secret intelligence, or writing it on the opposite blank side of the letter. But
that his friend may now how to distinguish these from letters addressed solely to himself, he
may always leave such as contain secret information without date or places (dating it with a
stain) or fold them up in a particular manner, which may be concerted between the parties.
This last appears to be the best mark of the two, and may be the signal of their being designed
for me. The first mentioned mode, however, or that of the books, appears
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pears to me the least liable to detection.
I am &c. G. Washington

George Washington Papers, Library of Congress
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Document 6: Colonel David Humphreys Letter to General George Washington, October 1782
Summary: This letter was written by Colonel David Humphreys, George Washington’s Aide-de-Camp.
Washington and Humphreys had sent Daniel Bissell from Windsor, CT, to New York to act as a spy in
August of 1781. Bissell infiltrated the British army by enlisting in Benedict Arnold’s corps. After 15
months, in October of 1782, Bissell escaped and reported back his findings to Colonel Humphreys.
Humphreys then wrote the information down in this letter to Gen. Washington. Bissell reported the
number of British troops stationed on Staten Island, Long Island, York Island, and the number of
German troops serving with the British. Bissell told Humphreys that he had been writing down his
numbers but was forced to destroy his papers for fear of being caught. Furthermore, Bissell reported
on the large number of ships in the New York Harbor but that the British officers did not think that the
British would be leaving until spring of 1783. All of this took place after Cornwallis surrendered at
Yorktown in October of 1781.
Substance of Information given by Sergt [Daniel] Bissel of the 2nd Connecticut Regt who was sent into
NY for the purpose of obtaining Intelligence in the month of Augst 1781 by Col. H_ and made his Escape
from Staten Island on the 27th of Septr 1782.
He reports that on his arrival in the City, there being a hot press to man the Kings Ships & finding no
other means to avoid it or escape, but by entering into the land force, he enlisted in Arnold’s Corps, and
never has had an opportunity of getting off until Thursday last, tho he has frequently made efforts to
effect it. In the mean time he has [??] his utmost care & ability in obtaining information of the strength
& state of the Enemys Force, which from his own knowledge & observation as well as the information of
others he believes to be nearly as follows viz:
On Staten Island
22nd Reg't British
57th Reg't Do
2 Compy British Grenads
Arnold's Corps*

No of men
340
320
100
125
885
* NB The strength of these Corps he knows positively from his own observation having drawn provisions
& done duty with them
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On York Island
7th Regt British
37th Regt Do
40th Regt Do
32nd (two Battalions)
British Grenadiers not joined
their Corps
17th Light Dragoons

300
360
300
600

400
260
2220
NB This is the most accurate account he could obtain from Sergts & others with whom he conversed. He
cannot be positive as to the 7th Regt which has lately arrived from Savannah

On Long Island
38th Regt British
54th Regt Do
Total
Deduct Arnolds
Total British

300
350
650
3755
125
3630

Battalions of Delancey Brigade
Skinners Brigade
Kings American Dragoons
Pennsylvania Loyalists
Arnolds Corps
Total New raised Corps

600
700
300
160
125
1885

German Troops to the best
of his knowledge
4000
three hundred & fifty of which at [Paslis] Hook
The method he took to obtain a knowledge of the strength of the several Corps was by enquiring of the
Sergts & others with whom he was acquainted &
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and by comparing repeatedly the force at different posts from the [fuel?] Returns &c. He has also
overhead Majors [Merzies?] (Commandant of Arnolds Corps) say that there were about 10,000 Troops
in all in this Department exclusive of Militia – 4000 of which were Germans. He has himself very
frequently upon collecting intelligence made memorandums & compared the several reports together
but after Sir Guy Carletons arrival & [intimation?] being given that any Persons being discovered to have
written information would be treated as Spies, he was forced to destroy his Papers & Estimates.
Sergt Bissell further says there are 22 sail of the line now lying in New York Harbour, that they are all of
them refitting or have been repaired since they came into Port, that a fleet sailed last week, consisting
of two Ships of the Line, one Frigate, & twenty five Transports said to be found to Charles Town to effect
the evacuation of that Garrison. That when he left Staten Island, four Ships
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Ships had just come too, against the Light House, one of which was a [Prize Stand?] or Jary Masts. He
adds, all vessels (Private property or not) which have been stript [stripped] of their sails & laid up for a
long time and now refitting for Sea. He believes there are more than 100 Transports in the Harbour. Not
withstanding the Preparation &* a Certainty that the Heavy Artillery has been remove from the Port,
also the amount of Twenty pieces of Brass Cannon (24 & 18 pounders) which were supposed to be put
on Board Transports in the East River near the Ship yards. Yet it is not the opinion of the Officers or
Citizens in general, that New York will be evacuated untill next Spring. In the mean time a number of
Refugees are preparing to go to Halifax, the number is reported to be 200. But he did not hear of any
British to that were to sail except the Officers & Non Commissd Officers of Lord [Rawdons] Corps, who
are to go to Ireland. As to magazines of Fuel & Forage he observes, tho considerable, they are not
sufficiently large, but that the Enemy are daily increasing them. It is expected whenever the British
abandon New York, tne New Corps were be sent to Canada. Annexed is a Plan of the Enemy’s works.
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Document 7: Colonel David Humphreys Letter to General George Washington, October 1782
Summary: In October 1782, Colonel David Humphreys wrote to George Washington to relay
information that Sergeant Daniel Bissell’s had gathered while spying on the British. Along with his
letter, he included the following document that was written by Daniel Bissell. This document is a
detailed description of the fort on Staten Island and includes a map of the fort on the last page. The
fort contained 150 British troops. It is protected by a trench that is ten feet wide and six feet deep
with a row of pickets in the center. The fort has many cannon. Another fort is nearby. And the Grand
Battery of New York is repaired and has sixty-three cannon. All of this took place after Cornwallis
surrendered at Yorktown in October of 1781.
[page 5]
The main fort on Staten Island is from East to West is about hundred & forty feet through and about one
hundred feet from the North Side to the South. The entrenchment is about ten feet wide & six deep
with a row of pickets set up in the center of the entrenchment, the top of the pickets about level with
the surface of the Earth. A Row of [nettles?] about two Rods in front of the entrenchment and about
one Rod through & about Breast High.
There is a row of pickets all around the Breastwork upon the Top of the Timber which is level with the
Ground.
The fort will contain fifteen hundred men.
The height of the Breastwork is about five feet high and about 18 feet through.
The Gate is on the South Side of the Fort Next to the Water the Door of the [Burnproof?] is facing that.
There is fourteen [Imbrasures?] in the fort & twelve Twenty-four pounders mounted in it - four pointed
against the water, two upon the North Side, two upon the South side, Four upon the West Side. If the
fort was to be attacked it would be Best upon the South side of it next to the water by the gate.
As you enter the Gate upon your right hand, there is mounted two Twenty-four pounders within fifteen
rods. South of the Gate there is a three Gun battery with three Twenty-four pounders.
About Twenty rods before that there is another Two gun battery with one Twenty-four & one Eighteen
pounder. One nine pounder there not mounted.
*Spelling and punctuation corrected for readability.
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About forty rods below that is another 3 gun battery with 2 Twenty-four pounders & one Thirty-two.
The Other fort lies southwest of the former. It is four [square?] with much such an entrenchment
picketed all atop with two [pieces] in the fort, one 24, one 12 pounder. The Gate is upon the east side of
the fort. The platform the [__?] stands upon is on the West Side of th effort.
The Ditch or coral runs in front of [Byard?] is about 14 feet wide and ten deep. It runs along fort in front
of old fort Bunker Hill from the North River to the East River. From the Top of the Hill at the East River it
runs along South upon the East River Bank.
There is another Coral runs from what was called Cobble Hill at Brookline along upon the Edge of the Hill
til it comes down to the water up against the old Ship Jersey in a direct line with that on York Island.
The Grand Battery at New York is of Late Been repaired. It is been drawn in less [??] but in the same
manner. They have now mounted on the Grand Battery in New York sixty three pieces of Cannon the
most part of them are Twenty-four pounders. The rest eighteen and nine.
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The plan of the fort on Staten Island to the Best of my Knowledge.
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Oct 1782
Sergt Danl Bissel’s acct of the Enemy’s force and Works at New Yk &c.
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Document 8: General George Washington Letter to Major Benjamin Tallmadge

Summary: In August of 1782, while Gen. Washington was waiting for the Peace Treaty to be
worked out with the British, he still wanted information about the British troops stationed in
New York City. He wrote Major Tallmadge asking him to contact his spies again to gain this
intelligence. Washington specifically wanted to know about the ships in the New York harbor.
He also told Tallmadge that his spies should only report details that they observed with their
own eyes and not misinformation provided by others.
To Major Benj[amin] Tallmadge 2nd L. Dr.
Head Qu[arters] Newburgh Augt 10, 1782
Sir,
I find it very important from a variety of

George Washington Papers, Library of Congress
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Document 8: General George Washington Letter to Major Benjamin Tallmadge
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of considerations to have the most definite and regular information of the state of the Enemy
at New York, which can possibly be obtained, particularly with regard to the Naval Forces which
now is in that Habour, or shall be there in the course of the Summer or Autumn. As the
communications which have formerly been made under your auspices, have been very much
interrupted since I went to the Southward last Campaign, I wish you without delay to open
again, or at least to renew effectually, the channel of intelligence through the C___’s or any
other Friends you can rely upon, in such a manner as to keep me continually and precisely
advised of every thing of consequence that passes within the Enemy’s Lines.
I do not repeat what I have often said of the general and particular species of intelligence which
alone can be interesting and necessary, because you are well acquainted with my Ideas on that
subject; but I think it expedient to inform you explicitly that the great object, of which I desire
to be perfectly ascertained at this period, is “the number of Ships of War and Armed Vessells
now in the Harbour of New York, together with the names, rates, and condition of the Ships
&c.” This will be useful for the moment, but it is essentially necessary also that the information
should be kept up, without interruption, for which purpose every fluctuation in the State and
number of the Fleet, every arrival and departure of Ships of War, Transports &c. should be
exactly observed and reported. And I must request your Correspondents may be impressed
with the necessity of acquiring their information from actual observation and
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and the best possible sources of knowledge, instead of replying at all on vague reports and the
misinformation of others. I know your correspondents have herefore, in general, been well
informed; and that the only great difficulty has been in the circuitous Route of communication,
for which no other remedy can be applied but the greatest diligence and dispatch. Let that be
attended to. Let me hear from you soon and often on these points, and believe me to be,
With great Regard and Esteem,
Sir,
Your mo[st] obdt servant,
G. Washington

George Washington Papers, Library of Congress
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