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Richard Henderson 

Windsor was a great place to grow up as a teenager because you could get a job at 14 years old. 

You could work shade grown tobacco, and I worked for Kendrick Brothers. And After Kendrick 

Brothers, the tomatoes came in. And because I was 14, I could work at the Windsor Canning 

factory handling tomatoes because they were vegetables and then I guess they considered it farm 

work. My job was to get the tomatoes from the loading dock, wash them down, put them in a 

steamer, and put them on a table for four women with carving knives to peel them and put them 

in cans with two salt tablets. The trouble was they wanted [00:01:00] not to peel tomatoes. They 

wanted to pinch him and just take the skin off very easily. 

Richard Henderson 

The trouble was if they were in the steamer that long, they didn't have enough tomatoes to peel. 

So if you hastened the process, it was harder to peel, and they would be mad at you for giving 

them – so they're mad at you for not having enough tomatoes or they're mad at you for giving 

them too hard to peel tomatoes. [laughs] You could not win, and at 14 wood floor women with 

carving knives, it wasn’t a very fun job. We also used to go to the firing range and sift bullets 

from the sand and take a Campbell soup can and build an outdoor fire [00:02:00] and put the shot 

in the Campbell soup can, melt the lead. And the lead was so heavy, it would sink to the bottom 

of the can.  

Richard Henderson 

Once it cooled down, you could peel the tin off of the lead and it would give you a nice lead ink. 

There used to be a man with a horse drawn carriage. One horse drawing a carriage around town 

on the weekends with a scale on the back of the truck. And he used to weigh the lead, and that's 

how we got to the Plaza Theater because the matinee was only 17 cents. And that's the end of my 

story. 

Sulema DePeyster 

Thank you so much for sharing. 

Richard Henderson 

OK. 

 


