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Michelle Tom 

So, rolling. Great. So, Bob, why did you move to Windsor? 

Bob Bell 

Well, I moved to Windsor when I met my current wife, Jane Daleb, and Jane's family has an 

interesting history too about Windsor. Her family owned Granite Monument Company over on 

Poquonock Avenue that is now D’Agata Granite and Bronze, and they had that as the family 

business for probably 50 years. Her husband’s parents had that business and I actually met her 

through where she was working in East Hartford at a roofing company. And I had a business in 

Manchester. Now all of this, of course, has little to do right now with Windsor, [00:01:00] but it 

did bring me to Windsor, having met Jane, and one of the issues that I had with Windsor at the 

time is that I actually worked in Essex. And therefore, going to and from Essex in my quote 

‘retirement job’ when I did return back to Windsor after 12 hours in Essex, I was exhausted.  

Bob Bell 

But I knew about 8 or 9 years ago that I was going to retire, and I saw this old building here in 

Windsor and went over to it and spoke with a Christine Ermenc. Did you folks remember her? 

You know, actually, she was the executive director of the Windsor Historical Society, [00:02:00] 

and they needed a board member and I kind of volunteered, having a strong interest in history in 

both my job and over the years. So, I became a member of the Windsor Historical Society Board 

and I ran into a couple – Betsy and Gordon Kenneson. A very open and warm and loving 

group/couple, and they, in turn, put me in touch with this old church across the street – the First 

Church in Windsor – and I went over and was cleaning out the attic and brought a bunch of 

books to their annual book sale. And from there and seeing things all about Windsor, [00:03:00] 

I said, “This is really a fun place. Now [that] I have some time, I'm going to really get up and 

enjoy Windsor,” and have had a marvelous time. In fact, here at Brown’s [Harvest] is one of 

those cool places.  

Bob Bell 

The more I study, the more there is to learn. The problem with Windsor in one way is the fact 

that it's so old. You know, if it was a young city, you didn't have that much history, but this place 

is [laughs] really old and every time you turn around, there's a new story or new place to learn 

about. I started to do some research on a bunch of things in Windsor. One of the things I did and 

had a great time and fun with is making stuff in Windsor and how many things that were made. 

[00:04:00] Not just the farming things and the tobacco, but, you know, the fact that there were a 

number of brick companies here in Windsor. And it was everywhere. There’s only one surviving, 

but they're not making bricks anymore. The bricks they get from someplace else, but it's up in 

Enfield, and they were over on Mack Street. Each time I’d look into something, you know, let's 

eat. I mean, the historic eating places in Windsor are just incredible. And now of course in 

Brown’s, I just had a sample of their apple cider donut. Why did I start thinking about eating? 

[laughs] 
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Michelle Tom 

Probably because you're looking at the Brown’s Donuts. 

Bob Bell 

[laughs] Yeah, that's – all right. 

Michelle Tom 

All right. [00:05:00] So, did you have any children here? 

Bob Bell 

No, no. When I met Jane, children were a thing in my distant past. 

Michelle Tom 

All right. Then tell us a little bit about, let’s see, you’re very involved in a lot of organizations 

and you talked about the Historical Society and First Church. Can you talk about any other 

organizations in Windsor that you are active in? 

Bob Bell 

Not directly in Windsor. I am involved in tourism in the state because the position I had in Essex, 

I ran the Essex Steam Train for 15 years. So, I've become very involved in tourism in the state. I 

do some volunteer work in marketing and so forth at the New England Air Museum, which is 

kind of Windsor, you know. It’s part of Windsor, if you take the real Windsor, Windsor goes all 

the way to Ohio. [00:06:00] You know, some people felt that they should chop it up, but it's still 

part of the original Windsor, let's face it. I think Windsor Locks, yeah. And, you know, I'm 

cutting back, so there's not as many things that I'm doing. 

Michelle Tom 

All right, thank you. Thank you very much for being our guinea pig. 

 


